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WILL ALL OF CALIFORNIA’S STUDENTS BE PREPARED FOR THE CHALLENGES OF THE 21°"
CENTURY? The STAR test results once again indicate that not all students are going to have
the education needed for California to maintain and be competitive in workplaces that
demand higher academic proficiency than is being achieved by our students.

California’s economic power is certain to be diminished when more than
half of the entire student population in our schools and only about a fifth of
students who are learning English reach grade level standards in English.

West Covina, CA (August 16, 2010) —California has an opportunity to increase the educational
outcomes of all students with the adoption of the Common Core Standards by the State Board
of Education. These new standards have the potential to lead to high expectations for all
learners, professional development to enhance teacher skills, enriched curriculum and new
textbooks and a new generation of state assessments properly aligned to standards and
curriculum. This new uniform and interconnected system is desperately needed for all students,
and particularly for English learners whose educational outcomes need to keep pace with other
students to be “college ready” and prepared for the high skills and expertise needed today.

The chart below indicates that few English learners are attaining academic proficiency in
subject matter that will ensure their preparation for a future that is changing how we live, how
we work and even how we live.

English Only and English Learners, Percentage at Proficient or Advanced Levels
California State Totals
California Standards Test: English Language Arts

70
g 50 ._44_._@.;-‘—47 - 50
©
3 30
s  Et—— e 20— 21
s 10 - 10 10
- T T T T T T T 1
g -10
‘S 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
S
% ==@-—=English Only  =ll=English Learners
a




We call upon the State Board of Education to respond to the Obama administration’s focus to
develop grade level standards to help students learn to speak, read and write like native English
speakers; and require their alignment and use with the national Common Core reading and
math standards. “California is a leader in the nation and should strengthen its position by
developing an English Language Development template that could serve as an exemplary
alignment model for the nation,” states Oscar Medina, President of CABE. “Aligning the English
Language Development Standards for students learning English to the national Common Core
Standards will provide a pathway that ensures academic success for all students and would
provide a clear instructional direction to teachers.”

California needs the right tools and resources for districts, schools, teachers, and administrators
if they are going to make a difference in the lives of over 1.5 million English learners in
California's schools. The proposal for reform advanced by Californians Together and CABE is
contained in two bills that are making their way to the governor's desk. SB 930 by Senator
Denise Ducheny, also supported by the Los Angeles Unified School District, would provide for a
more accurate, valid and fair assessment and accountability system for English learners by
including other measures, e.g., primary language assessments and their scores to more fully
indicate whether students are learning high academic content. AB 1741 by Assembly Member
Joe Coto would require all charter schools, including low performing schools that convert to
charter schools, to provide research-based instructional programs for English learners that
attend these schools in high numbers.

We endorse the publication of Improving Education for English Learners: Research-Based
Approaches that offers a comprehensive analysis of recent research to inform and improve
instructional practices. Hopefully with this research base to guide us we will see a change in the
policies and practices that presently are not working for English learners. With this resource
tool we can begin to align policies, professional development, materials, assessments, program
implementation and resources. It is only this alignment that will make the difference for
underserved and underachieving students who are the future for maintaining California in the
forefront of ideas, skills, and innovation.

“If we don't make sure that all students are prepared to meet the new Common Core standards
and the academic demands of our schools English learners will continue to drop out in high
numbers or continue to languish in our schools as long term English learners,” states Karen
Cadiero Kaplan, President of Californians Together (see publication, Reparable Harm: Fulfilling
the Unkept Promise of Educational Opportunity for California’s Long Term English Learners, at
www.californianstogether.org/reports/) This will be devastating for our economic future.
According to one of President Obama’s economic advisors, our current unemployment
problems are found with those individuals who only have a high school or less education. For
individuals who have higher education levels the unemployment rate is only 4%. This 5.5%



difference in unemployment rate because of educational attainment is astounding and the
long-term impact will ultimately be felt by everyone.

Californians Together and CABE; therefore, propose the following solutions that remodel the
educational system for English learners. These solutions are:
e developing grade level English Language Development Standards that are aligned to
Common Core reading and math standards;
e revising the statewide accountability system to more accurately reflect what English
learners know;
e promoting the use of research-based approaches for educating English learners; and
e holding charter schools accountable for providing a quality education to English
learners.

CABE is a statewide organization with over 5,000 members and 50 chapters/affiliates who firmly believe
in the learning of English, high quality educational programs and respect for diversity of California’s
students and parents. CABE supports research, planning and learning to guide equitable instructional

programs and practices for English Learners. WWW.bilingualeducation.org

Californians Together is a statewide coalition of 23 parent, teacher, education advocates and civil rights
organizations committed to securing equal access to quality education for all children. Californians
Together founded in 1998 as a non-profit organization after the passage of Proposition 227. Californians
Together, in conjunction with many of its affiliates, strive to foster full participation in a democratic society
through quality education for children and parents from underserved communities.
www.californianstogether.org
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