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Building on Strength:
Language and Literacy in Latino Families and Communities
Edited by Ana Celia Zentella

This book offers an exciting new perspective on language
sociallzation in Latino Families. Tackling mainstream views of
childhood and the role and nature of language socialization, leading
researchers and teacher trainers provide a historical, political,

and cultural context for the language attitudes and socialization
practices that help determine what and how Latino children speak,
read, and write. Representing a radical departure from the ways

In which most educators have been taught to think about first
language acquisition and second language learning, this timely
volume:

¢ [nircduces the theornes and methods # Offers important insights inta the ways
af language secializatian with in which children learm to speak and
meamorable case studies of children read by negotiating everlapping ang/
and their families, ar conflicking cultural micdels,

= Highlights the diversity af Latina » Suggests universal practices o
communities, coverng children and faclitate language socialzation in
caretakers afl Mexican, Caribbean, multilingual cammunitdes, incuding
and Central Amencan angin living apphications for teachers.
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