DRAFT SAMPLE LETTER

Date

The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento CA 95814

RE: AB 815 (Brownley) The State Seal of Biliteracy

Dear Governor Brown, 

My name is _________ and I am respectfully requesting you to sign AB 815 (Brownley) The State Seal of Biliteracy. 

AB 815 (Brownley) will authorize the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to grant a State Seal of Biliteracy to graduating seniors who meet the criteria outlined in the bill. The Seal can be affixed either to the student’s transcripts or diploma. Participation in this program is voluntary on behalf of school districts. The information and distribution of the Seal of Biliteracy will be accomplished electronically by the California Department of Education.

AB 815 (Brownley) acknowledges that acquiring world languages is a critical 21st Century skill in preparing our youth to meet the economic and labor demands of an increasing culturally diverse society. Fluency in other languages in addition to English will enable California’s next generation of business leaders and workers to continue to grow California’s economic capacity. Additionally, research reveals that acquiring a second language is linked with enhanced cognitive development, higher-order thinking, and creativity.

The bill is necessary for the following reasons: 1) establishes state recognition and a uniform criteria applied across the state for the State Seal of Biliteracy enabling conversations with universities and employers about recognizing students who earn the State Seal, 2) defrays the one-time cost the California Department of Education will incur in providing electronically, the information and distribution of the seal to interested schools/districts and 3) will ensure longevity of the program instead of relying on the individual interest of any State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Governor Brown you have the opportunity to establish California as a leader regarding biliteracy by formally recognizing through the establishment of the State Seal of Biliteracy, the linguistic and cultural strengths of California’s students. AB 815 builds upon their diverse assets enabling them to become highly literate in more than one language in addition to English and prepared to deal with a linguistically diverse state and a national and global economy.

Lastly AB 815 (Brownley) provides an opportunity for schools to establish a program that is positive, builds upon the strengths of all students who wish to participate and creates positive relationships with parents and the community. Again, this is a “win win” situation for all.  This bill had bipartisan support in the Legislature and is supported by a diverse group of individuals and organizations including the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. There is no opposition to this bill. 

Please sign AB 815(Brownley) State Seal of Biliteracy.

Name & Address


